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September 22, 1978 FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES NEW COURSE 

The Visual Experience, a new 10-week art appreciation course offered by 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, begins October 4 and runs until December 13. It 
is being offered without charge to area college students who have had little 
or no background in the visual arts and who are looking for an alternative to 
the historical survey of art generally offered at the college level. The 
course will be taught by Ellen Breitman and Marianne Doezema, instructors in 
the Department of Art History and Education. 

The Visual Experience may be taken for college credit at some area 
universities. John Carroll University will offer 5 hours of Continuing Education 
credit units to its students taking the course. Students at other area 
universities interested in receiving credit hours for the course should check 
with The Cleveland Museum of Art at 421-7340, ext. 375. 

Through lectures and discussions The Visual Experience will focus on the 
basic elements of art: color, line, form, texture, and space. Special attention 
will be paid to the way these elements are employed by the artists and how they 
can be interpreted by the viewer. The course will feature 10 separate lecture 
topics: 
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October 4 - Introduction - an introduction to the concept of "art," and a critical 
examination of the visual experience as an integral part of life . 

October 11- Line, Shape, and Form - a discussion of these elements as they exist in 
our environment and as they function in works of art. Examples will 
include painting, sculpture, and architecture by such artists as Paul 
Cdzanne, Jackson Pollock, Alexander Calder, and Mies van der Rohe. 

October 18- Color and Texture - an introduction to certain scientific principles and 
optic theories relating to color, and a consideration of how our eyes 
interpret tactile qualities. These concepts will be illustrated in the 
works of Claude Monet, Henri Matisse and others. 

October 25- Space and Perspective - an exploration of the ways in which painters 

such as Leonardo da Vinci or Pablo Picasso, create illusions of space, and 
sculptors, such as Michelangelo and Henry Moore, define space in 
terms of mass and void. 

November 1- Dynamics - time and motion in the visual arts. Examples from the history 
of art ranging from Medieval manuscript pages to modern kinetic sculpture 
will be discussed. 

November 8- Expression - how the elements of art are combined to convey idea and 
emotion . 

November 15 - Themes - concentrating primarily on sculpture, examples will be viewed 

in terms of non-historical relationships in order to examine basic themes 
that have been used universally by artists. 

November 22- Museums - the controlled environment for the art experience. Why this 
environment enhances the study of art. 


November 2 9 - What is quality in art? - a discussion of connoisseurship questions as 
applied to selected art works. 

December 6- Materials and Techniques - this lecture will cover the materials and 
techniques of the artist from traditional oils and marble to the 
innovative use of acrylic paints and Cor-Ten steel. 

December 13 -Final exam. 


Classes will meet Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 for slide lectures and 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 to 12:00 for gallery discussions using the Museum's 
collection. All credit students will be required to write one short mid-term paper 
and to take a final exam. 

To register call 421-7340, ext. 375. Students wishing to take The Visual 
Experience for credit can register through October 4. Students at John Carroll 
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University that wish to take this course for Continuing Education credit should 


call 491-4316 and send a $5.00 registration fee to the Continuing Education Office 
at the University. 
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For additional information, please contact the Public Relations Office, The 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



